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the districts by the Dewan. Disastrous as were the
material effects of the flood, it had evoked moral qualities
in the Government and in the people which were
evidence of the great strides made by Baroda since that
fateful zyth May 1875, when the boy Maharaja had been
lifted on to his throne.

VII

After leaving Switzerland His Highness returned as
usual to Paris and London, but he had only been there
two or three days before he suddenly resolved to strike
out a new line and to make a tour in Scandinavia. He
had already seen something of Norway. This time it was
to be Sweden and Denmark. The novel experience kept
him busy and interested. Not only were there sights to be
seen, but the exquisite neatness of the Danes seems to have
struck him forcibly, and he would not have been the
Maharaja if he had not visited the Government Dairy and
watched the processes of the chief Danish industry.
Denmark, enjoyable though it was, was only a prelude to
Sweden, which the chronicle describes as *a land of
haunting charm'. The beauty of Stockholm is indeed
proverbial. The voyage, however, through the Gotha
Canal was something of a revelation to the Indian travel-
lers, and the writer grows lyrical in his description of this
incomparable water-way, which 'runs like a blue belt
across Sweden from the Kattegat to the Baltic' and 'tra-
verses scenes of the purest Northern beauty'. The
Maharaja was greatly impressed; but what interested
him most was the people of the country, which the delay
at the many locks gave him opportunities of observing.
On the way back to England halts were made at Ham-
burg and at Amsterdam, where Her Highness joined the
party from Paris.

The Maharaja was in the mood for novelties. During